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Pre-Read the Vocabulary:  This will help you understand the passage.
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Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.
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3 B. PRE-READING ACTIVITY

Vocabulary Review
Reviewing the words and expressions below will help you understand the reading.

daunting (adj.): frightening because it makes a person lose confidence

dense (adj): thick, packed together and difficult to see through

drain (n./v.): a pipe to carry away water; to make the liquid flow out of or away from

fumigate (v.): to clear disease, bacteria, insects by using chemicals, smoke, or gas

hatch (v.): to be born by breaking out of an egg

kerosene (n.): oil used for heat and burned in lamps

lessen (v): to become or make smaller in size

lean and not causing any danger to health

stagnant (adj.): not moving as in air or water, inactive

swamp (n./v.): land that is always wet and muddy; to give someone too much
to deal with

swarm (n./v.): a massive cloud or pack, as in bees; to move from one place to another
ina mass

yellow fever (n): a dangerous tropical disease that turms skin yellow

abreeding ground: a place where something bad or harmful grows and develops to wipe
out: to get rid of completely; to destroy
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An American Story

Upon ariving in Panama in 1904, Dr. Willam
Crawford Gorgas, 2 US. Army dodor and dhfsari-
{ary oficer o the Panama Canal projec, quicklyreal-
izedthat desth avited Americen workers. Th United
iates ias about to begn constructing the Panama
Canato connect the Atntic and Paciic Ocears. The
task ol be daunting because th dense jungles of
Panama viere home to swarms of moscitoes that
spred the deadly disease of yellow fever.

Gorgas set out g lessen the theat of disease by
Keeping mosquitos from breeding. He and s rew
drined swamps, g, and other sourcesof stag-
antwater, a main breeding ground for msquitoes,
Onthose areas of water they could not dran, they
spread erosene and of, which iled the mosquito
eggsbefore they hatched. They alsofumigated neary
everyhome inthe region and destroyed buckets, pots,
and other outdoor container tht local esiderts et
filupwith ranwater. I two years Gorgas and his
crew had wiped outyellow fever in the area.

—adapted from The Strength o Move o Mountain
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1. In the passage, the author explains the problems American workers encountered while
building the Panama Canal. What do you predict would be some of the problems of
working in a Latin American jungle?

2. What was the main purpose of the Panama Canal? Do you think it is as important today
as it was in the past century?





