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Read the excerpt below about Malcolm X and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Then answer the questions that follow.
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1. What problems or concerns did some African Americans in the 1960’s begin to have with the idea of integration?

2.  What alternatives did Malcom X provide to African Americans?

3. The assimilation of the black race into white society might represent the purest form of democratic idealism.

In the statement above choose the best word to replace the underlined word.

A. Consumption
B. Taking in
C. Nationalization
D. Adaptation

4. How might the civil rights movement of the 1950’s and early 1960’s have differed had it been based on Malcolm X’s ideas of separating from white society rather than on Martin Luther King, Jr.’s ideas of assimilating with whites?  Explain your answer.
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In the mid-1960s, as the writings and teachings of Malcolm spread throughou the streets of
arem, Watts, and the South Sde of Chicago, more and more Aftcan-American people began 10
see nomiolence as an option, not a moral mperative, and inegration, the ideal to which King was
<o dedicated, as impracical or even destrucive, The assimilaton of the black rac into white socety
mightrepresent the purest form of democrtic deafism, vt it was on nother level deeply unsats-
fing,even threatening, for an assimieted blackperson was, i essence,no longer black and cer-
{einy not white.If King had dedicted his e to meking black Ameicans more a partof America
and the deal to which the nation was dedicated, hen Malcolm, put simply, wanted black
‘Americans o feel more black and embrace their Aftcan heriage. Viewed his way,the greal
‘American meling pot was a sinste image, & caldron brewing a form of cultural genocide [destruc-
or. ... reching separaton o the race,[Malcolm] urged Americas to adopt the vemacuiar
comemon,everyday) usage of “black” o denote Aican-Americans ... knowing al long that even
he word “black” would decre isel as opposie to and incompatble with “white”




