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Authors have made connections between the Red Scare and the McCarthy era of the late 1940s and early 1950s and the Salem witchcraft trials of 1692. Study the chart below to decide whether or how history repeated itself.
Answer the following questions based on the table above.
1.  What are the major similarities between the events of the Red Scare and the McCarthy era and the Salem witchcraft trials?

2. What are the major differences between the events of the Red Scare and the McCarthy era and the Salem witchcraft trials?

3.  Choose two words below that would best replace the highlighted words in the chart.

Larger
Excellent
Outstanding
Preferable
Noticeable

4. Which word best expresses the central idea of the chart?
A. Religion
B. Evil
C. Fear
D. accusations
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FAMOUS AMERICAN WITCH HUNTS

[ The Red Scare and McCarthyism

The Salem Witchcraft Trials

People were afraid. A long and brutal war had just
ended, but a new horror scemed to threaten democracy:
communism. An “iron curtain® had fallen in Europe.

“The people of Salem were afrad. They lived in smal
villages surrounded by Native Americans, some of

| whom had carried out massacres and kidnappings.

The word Communist meant vl to most people. For
them, there was no middle ground. A Communist was an
enemy of American values.

The word witch meant “evl”to all Puitans. A witch was
a person who did the devil's work. For the very relgious
Puritans, there was no greater enemy.

The accusations began with the defection of a Soviet
embassy dlerk

The accusations began with young gils who had been
ill and daimed to have been possessed by witches.

Fears spread rapidly, and soon involved a major cross-
sectio of the United States. Millons of employees were.
investigated. Wters, actors, and producers were
blacklsted, and others st their jobs.

Fear spread rapidly and soon engulfed most of the
village of Salem and the surrounding settlements.

Some people were accused of helping the Soviet Union,
tried, and convicted. Alger Hiss was imprisoned. The
Rosenbergs were exccuted.

Many people were tried and canvicted. Twenty people
were hanged.

Eventually, accusations were made against
people, such as Secretary of State Dean Acheson. Shortly
after the McCarthy hearings began to be shown on
television, they came to an end.
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‘Accusations were based on no evidence orfimsy
evidence, yet the public generally supported or stood by
as the "witch hunt” went forwrd.

Accusations were based on the testimony of the gils
who claimed to be possessed and later on the.
testimony of people who could save themselves only
by accusing others. The public generally supported the
“witch hunt”

| the Senate, he faded from public view.

Senator Joseph McCarthy was finaly discedited, and the
Senate censured him in 1954. Although he remained in

In 1693 those who were still i jil were freed. In 1697
one of the judges and all the members of the jury
‘publicly apologized.





