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Stereotypes depict all members of a group as being alike, without Incivicuas CHEr
nces. Stereotypes are usually exaggerations and are not based on all of the facts.
ecatise stereotypes often affect the way that we behave toward oher people or
roups, it is important to recognize stereotypical statements.

Jse the following guidelines to help you recognize stereotypes:

. Watch for statements that seem to apply to entire groups of people or that
include limiting or all-inclusive words such as every, all, any, and always.

, Identify vague o overgeneralized words and phrases. Many stereotypes con-
tain words that are either very positive or very negative.

. Look for illogical connections, or ideas, that do not make sense when linked.

RACTICING THE SKILL

JIRECTIONS: Read the excerpt belaw from journalist H.L. Mencken's article on the 1925
Scopes “Monkey Trial” in Dayton, Tennessee. Then answer the questions tat follow.

Jtwas hot weather when they tried the infidel Scopes at Dayton, Tenn, but | werk down there very
willngy for | was eager tosee something of evangelcal Chistianty s a gong concern.... The
Scopes jury ... vias compesed mstly offcountry ol witha few Dayton sophistctes added to
feaven the mass woul thus be insirucive to cimb the heigs e o into the hll country and
observe the former at therceremonies .. ] the upland worshippers were very shy, and at the
it sight of a tange facethey would adjourn thei orgy and sl into the ores.... [fer a preacher
delivered a sermon], there arose ot of the darkness  vioman with hr hair puled back rto a it
tight knot.....She was cenouncingthe eading o books. Some wandering bock agent t appeared,
had come to hr cabin and tried tosel her 2 specimen of his wares, Sh refusd totouch it Why.
indeed, read a book? f what was in i wes tue,then everyting in it was aready inthe Bible
Finaly, we go tred o the show and retumed fo Dayton.... The whole town wes sl gatered in the
courthouseyard, tening tothe disputes o theologans. The Scopes il had brought them in from
all irectons. There wes  fiar wearing a sandwich sign amouncing that he was the Bble champion
ofthe world. There was a Seventh Day Adverist arguing that Clarence Dartow was the beast with
seven heads and ten hors described i Revelation Yl .. Thre was Willam Jenrings Bryan, fol-
Jowed everywhere by a gaping crowd. Dayton was having 2 roaing time. It was beter than te cicus

1. What groups are being stereotyped in Mencken's article? In what way are they
stereotyped?

2. Identify any words or phrases that seem particularly vague or negative.

3. Identify any words or phrases that are used in an ironic or mocking way.





