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CALIFORNIA CONTENT 
STANDARD 11.9.4

Relationship of Foreign 
and Domestic Policy

REVIEW

Specific Objective: List the effects of foreign policy on domestic policies and 
vice versa.

Read the diagram to answer the questions on the next page.
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Vietnam War Protests
• Opposition to the war formed quickly after the 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 1964. The 
resolution authorized the use of U.S. troops 
to support South Vietnam against communist 
North Vietnam. Student organizations began 
mass protests in 1965.

• African Americans joined protests against 
the war because of the large percentage of 
African-American soldiers.

• Protests increased after the Tet offensive in 
January, 1968. The growing opposition caused 
President Lyndon Johnson to decide against 
running for a second term.

• Newly elected President Nixon began pulling 
out U.S. troops in January, 1969, but engaged in 
secret bombing attacks against North Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia.

• Nixon’s policies cost him political support. 
In 1970, news came out that U.S. forces had 
invaded Cambodia. More than 1.5 million stu-
dents closed down about 1,200 campuses. 
Students were killed by National Guard troops 
at Kent State and Jackson State universities.

• Lack of support at home and lack of success in 
Vietnam eventually prompted complete with-
drawal of U.S. troops in 1973 by President Nixon.

• The war left many Americans with a more 
cautious attitude toward foreign affairs.

Nuclear Freeze Movement
• Nixon’s policy of détente with the Soviet Union 

led to the SALT I Treaty in 1972. The treaty 
limited the numbers of certain kinds of nuclear 
weapons.

• In 1980, the U.S. Senate failed to ratify the SALT 
II Treaty. President Carter withdrew his support 
for the treaty because of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan.

• President Carter then proposed a large 
buildup of troops and arms. President Reagan 
increased defense spending even more.

• Groups in the United States in 1980 proposed 
a freeze on all testing, production, and deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons and the aircraft used 
for them by the United States and the USSR.

• The USSR supported the freeze proposal at the 
United Nations in 1982 along with many other 
nations. One million people demonstrated in 
support in New York City. 

• The freeze proposal passed overwhelmingly on 
state and local ballots in 1982.

• Disagreements arose within the United States 
and between the United States and the USSR 
over the types of nuclear arms to limit.

• This movement was an important factor in the 
treaties several years later that led to limitation 
of nuclear weapons by about two-thirds. 
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