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CALIFORNIA CONTENT 
STANDARD 11.10.4

African-American 
Civil Rights Leaders

REVIEW

Specific Objective: Examine the roles of civil rights advocates including the sig-
nificance of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a 
Dream” speech.

Read the diagram to answer the questions on the next page.
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Thurgood Marshall

• Director of NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
(1939–1961) and lead lawyer in many cases, 
including Brown v. Board of Education, which 
overturned school segregation

• Appointed federal judge in 1961 and Supreme 
Court justice in 1967

• Strong defender of civil rights until resignation 
from Supreme Court in 1991

Rosa Parks

• Active in NAACP and in civil rights work 
1930s–1950s

• Refused to move to the back of a bus so a white 
man could sit down (1955)

• Sparked the 381-day boycott that led to the 
desegregation of buses in the South

A. Philip Randolph

• Organized first successful 
African-American labor union 
in 1925

• Planned march in 
Washington, D.C., in 1941; 
Roosevelt banned 
discrimination in hiring 
in defense industries to 
avoid protest

• Helped plan March on 
Washington in 1963

Malcolm X

• Leader within Black 
Muslims, group that believed 
separation from whites was 
better than integration; later 
separated from this group

• Differed with King on 
importance of nonviolence; 
often called for revolution

• Autobiography of Malcolm X 
explained his beliefs and was 
widely read

Martin Luther King Jr.

• Civil rights leader, presi-
dent of Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference

• Led Montgomery bus 
boycott in 1956

• Philosophy of nonviolent 
resistance

• “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail” explained the urgency of 
protesting against brutal and 
unfair treatment

• Helped organize March on 
Washington in 1963; 
200,000 people marched

• “I Have a Dream” speech 
at the march expressed his 
vision of blacks and whites 
living together in equality 
and peace
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