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CALIFORNIA CONTENT 
STANDARD 11.10.6 Laws Support Civil Rights

REVIEW

Specific Objective: Analyze the passage and effects of civil rights and voting rights 
legislation and the Twenty-fourth Amendment, with an emphasis on equality of access 
to education and to the political process.

Read the summary to answer the questions on the next page.

Civil Rights Act of 1964
Passage
Racial tensions and civil rights protests grew during the early 1960s. In June, 1963, President 
Kennedy used federal troops to force Governor Wallace of Alabama to desegregate the 
state university. Kennedy demanded that Congress pass a civil rights law. President Johnson 
pledged to carry on Kennedy’s work. He persuaded Southern senators to stop blocking 
passage and signed the bill in July, 1964.
Effects
• Prohibited discrimination because of race, religion, national origin, and gender
• Gave the federal government power to protect voting rights and speed up school 

desegregation. The U.S. Attorney General had power to file desegregation lawsuits.
• Banned discrimination in employment and established the Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission to enforce fair treatment in employment
• Banned discrimination in public places such as parks, washrooms, restaurants, and theaters

Twenty-Fourth Amendment
Passage
Poll taxes were still required in five Southern states. Poor African Americans could not afford 
to pay them and were prevented from voting. Approved by Congress in 1962; ratified by the 
necessary 38 states in January, 1964.
Effects
• Made poll taxes illegal; extended the right to vote to millions of poor people

Voting Rights Act of 1965
Passage
Southern states had passed laws to limit African-American voting rights guaranteed by the 
Fifteenth Amendment. During the summer of 1964, known as the Freedom Summer, volun-
teers worked to register African-American voters in Mississippi. The Freedom Summer sparked 
racial violence and murder in the state. In 1965, Selma, Alabama, became the focus of voting 
rights work; arrests and violence followed. President Johnson submitted the Voting Rights Act 
within days of the largest protests in Selma. Congress passed it within a few months.
Effects
• Eliminated literacy tests often used to disqualify African-American voters
• Allowed federal examiners to register voters who had been denied their rights 
• Tripled the number of African Americans registered to vote in the South
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