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IMAGE A:  In two or three sentences, describe the image in terms of people, activities, objects and places.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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IMAGE B:  in two or three sentences, describe the image in terms of people, activities, objects and places.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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IMAGE C:  In two to three sentences describe the image in terms of people, activities, objects and places.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The war in Vietnam inspired many reactions, some of which found their way into the “hits” of popular culture.  Read about the songs above and answer the questions below.

1.  Which song above, has a different message than the others?

2.  How do the songs above relate to the images you described in the earlier part of the lesson?

3. In what ways do you think the songs listed above affected the attitudes toward war of those living in the Vietnam era?

4. What events do you think influenced both the songwriters and the listeners in choosing their lyrics?
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WORD CHOICES:  motive   ,  ultimate,    reluctant,     napalm,    seek.
1.  Replace  reason or cause with_________________

2.  Replace jellied gasoline that would explode on contact with ______________________

3.  Replace very unhappy and unwilling with______________________________

4.  Replace look around for with_____________________________

5. Replace absolutely final with__________________________
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SONGS INSPIRED BY THE WAR

SONGS: Many popular songs told the story of both the soldiers and the protestors.

* “The Ballad of the Green Berets”
‘This pop radio hit was a pro-war song written by Sergeant Barry Sadler and Robin Moore.
Written in 1966, it glorified the Green Berets, calling them “Fighting soldiers from the
sky/Fearléss men who jump and die.” The ballad tells the story of a Green Beret who
dies in the war. His last request is that his son will wear the silver wings and become a
Green Beret.

* “The Unknown Soldier”
Jim Morrison and the Doors developed this song at the height of the Vietnam War in
1967. While the word Vietnam does not appear in the lyrics, the sounds include military
drums and commands and  rifle firing. “Make a grave for the unknown soldier” is one
of the song’s hard-hitting, antiwar lines.

* “What's Goi’ On”
Abig hit of the early 1970s was Marvin Gaye's “What's Goin’ On,” recorded for Motown.
Among its most famous lyrics is “Brother, brother, brother/ There‘s too many of you
dying.” The song expresses many of the feelings of the antiwar movement, pleading for
‘peace and understanding rather than brutality and war. Many of America’s youth sang
Tines like “War s not the answer” right along with Marvin Gaye in the 1970
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Word Origins-Note: pacifist

The word padifist comes from the Latin word pac, meaning peaceful. When explor-
ers crossing America first reached the ocean to the west, they named it the Pacific
Ocean because of its still waters. The word pacifis first came to be used in World
War i to descibe those who believed in peace and were unwilling to fight. In some
counties, those who refuse to serve can be imprisoned when there is a military obli-
gation or draft. One type of pacifist, a conscientious objector, is a person who refuses
to fight due to religious or moral reasons.

Directions: Revise the informal expressions in this paragraph to make the paragraph more
academic. Replace the underlined phrases with these academic words: motice, ultimate, reluc-
tant, napalm, seck.

There was a great deal of student participation in the protests against the war in Vietnam.
Students looked to the government to explain American involvement in the war. They felt
unsure of the true reason or cause for the fighting and accused the United States of fighting
another country’s civil war. They held demonstrations in front of the Dow Chemical build-
ings since this company produced the jellied gasoline that would explode on contact, which
they considered a horrifying weapon. When college students were ordered to fight, many
were very unhappy and unwilling to go, and some even fled to Canada to look around for
an escape from the draft. In 1970 Nixon's announcement that the United States had also
invaded Cambodia was the absolutely final outrage for many, and protests increased on col-
Tege-campuses across the country. By 1971 the majority of Americans agreed with the stu-
dents that it was time for the war to end.
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